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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MNUC, SP GI 

SUBJECT: NPW VISITS TO SPANISH PORTS AND GIBRALTAR 

REFS: (A) MADRID 7325 (DTG 241623Z SEP 76), (B) CNO 
10211 0Z SEP 76, (C) CNO 09 1 8 1 5Z JUN 76 

1 . SUMMARY. REFTEL A INDICATED POSSIBILITY OF A ONE 
TIME VISIT OF NIMITZ TO A SPANISH PORT 1-3 OCT PROVIDING 
IT DOES NOT RPT NOT VISIT GIBRALTAR. THIS MESSAGE 
SUGGESTS RESPONSES AND RELATED RATIONALE. END SUMMARY 
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2. WE CAN UNDERSTAND THE FONMIN'S DESIRE TO AVOID MAKING 
A PUBLIC ISSUE OF THE NIMITZ PRESENCE IN GIBRALTAR 

1 -3 OCT. IN THE INTEREST OF DEMONSTRATING OUR WILLINGNESS 
TO COOPERATE IN AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST, WE WOULD AGREE 
TO NIMITZ VISIT TO A SPANISH PORT INSTEAD OF GIBRALTAR. 
CINCUSNAVEUR HAS INDICATED A PREFERENCE OF PORTS IN ORDER 
AS FOLLOWS: 

A. ANCHORAGE AT PALMA 

B. ANCHORAGE AT VALENCIA 

C. ANCHORAGE AT ALICANTE 

3. WE WOULD PREFER TO STICK TO PRESENT PLANS FOR USS SOUTH 
CAROLINA (CGN 37) TO VISIT GIBRALTAR DURING OCT 

1 3 PERIOD. SOUTH CAROLINA IS SCHEDULED TO BE THE 
ONLY OTHER NPW WITH NIMITZ DURING THIS PERIOD. IT 
MAY BE USEFUL, IF YOU DEEM NECESSARY, TO REMIND GOS 
THAT A COMBINED VISIT BY NPWS (CRUISER CALIFORNIA 
AND SUBMARINE BILLFISH) TO GIBRALTAR OCCURRED JULY 17- 
21 WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, BY GOS. 

4. HOWEVER, IF THIS ISSUE CAN BE RESOLVED IN NO OTHER 
WAY, WE WOULD ACCEPT SPANISH PORT VISITS FOR BOTH SOUTH 
CAROLINA AND NIMITZ. THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE 
TO GIBRALTAR FOR USS SOUTH CAROLINA IS A SPANISH PORT. 

THIS PORT NEED NOT, AND PREFERRABLY WOULD NOT, BE THE 
SAME PORT AS NIMITZ. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO DISTANCE FROM SHORE THAT NIMITZ 
MIGHT ANCHOR, USDAO MADRID HAS BEEN PROVIDED IN 
REFTELC THE ANCHORAGES/BERTHS IN EACH PORT FOR WHICH 
REACTOR SAFEGUARDS CLEARANCES CAN BE GRANTED. IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH GOS, CARE MUST BE EXERCISED THAT NO 
INFORMATION ON THE US REACTOR SAFEGUARDS CLEARANCE 
PROCESS IS DISCUSSED. 

6. WE WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT ROTA AS THE VISIT 
PORT IF OFFERED. WE WOULD NOT VIEW IT AS A STEP 
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FORWARD IN OPENING SPANISH PORTS TO NPWS SINCE WE HAVE 
A LONG HISTORY OF SUCH VISITS THERE. OTHER FACTORS 
TO CONSIDER ARE THE ADDITIONAL TRANSIT TIME, UNUSUAL 
CONCENTRATION OF AND ACTIVITY BY SOVIET AGIS IN THE 
ROTA OPERATING AREAS, AND THE VERY LIMITED FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE LOCALLY TO ABSORB SUCH A LARGE ADDITIONAL 
LIBERTY PARTY. TIME IS EXTREMELY SHORT FOR ARRANGING 
TOUR PARTIES OR OTHER DEVICES TO ALLEVIATE SUCH CROWDING. 
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7. WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF SPAIN ACCEPTING 
A PORT VISIT BY NIMITZ IS INDICATIVE OF SPANISH WILLING- 
NESS TO GO FORWARD TOWARD A PERMANENT RESOLUTION OF 
THE NPW ISSUE IN A TIMELY MANNER. 

8. OSD/ISA CONCURS. 

KISSINGER 
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